Congress of the United States

Washington, BEC 20510

April 29, 2022

The Honorable Chellie Pingree The Honorable David Joyce

Chairwoman Ranking Member

House Appropriations Subcommittee on House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Interior, Environment & Related Agencies Interior, Environment & Related Agencies
2007 Rayburn House Office Building 1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Pingree and Ranking Member Joyce:

We are writing to thank the Subcommittee for its past support of funding for the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and respectfully request your support of a funding level
of at least $204 million for NEH in the Fiscal Year 2023 (FY23) Interior, Environment &
Related Agencies Appropriations bill.

As you know, NEH is the main source of federal support for humanities research, teaching,
preservation, public programming, and related activities in the U.S., providing competitive grant
funding for research and scholarship in history, literature, foreign languages, and other fields that
empower individuals in every congressional district with critical perspective and knowledge.
Furthermore, NEH funding allocated through state humanities councils strengthens the cultural
infrastructure of local communities in every state and territory throughout the nation.

Additionally, investment in the humanities advances vital national interests by fostering a
globally competitive workforce, strengthening civic engagement, preserving our cultural
heritage, and protecting our national security. As our world becomes increasingly more
interconnected, building a solid foundation in the humanities becomes even more critical, which
is why the majority of our CIA analysts, State Department officials and staff members and
diplomats at embassies across the globe are graduates of the humanities — as are leaders ranging
from the late Steve Jobs to former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Martin Dempsey.

Nationally, summer institutes and seminars for K—12 educators provide teachers with a deeper
understanding of history and culture while helping them develop new teaching methods. In a
five-year span, these programs have reached more than 11,000 teachers, ultimately enriching the
classroom experience for an estimated 2 million students. Through its Dialogues on the
Experience of War programs, the NEH also brings together veterans and civilians to reflect on
powerful literature and art to foster healing and discussion. In relation to current events, NEH
has a rich history of supporting efforts to understand geopolitical contexts and NEH-supported
English translations of Ukrainian literature has helped bring Ukrainian literature to broader
American audiences.
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We understand the many difficult choices the Subcommittee faces in constructing its FY 2023
bill, but we believe that strong federal investments in the humanities are crucial for preserving
America’s place as a world leader in education and innovation as well as provide our nation's
citizenry and workforce with the foundation necessary to tackle the challenges of today's
globalized world. As billions of dollars are rightfully invested in research, education, science,
and technology, we must continue to prioritize robust federal investment in the humanities. We
appreciate your past support of NEH and strongly urge your support for this request.

Blond L

Sincerely,

Gl fn

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress
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David E. Price
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Karen Bass
Member of Congress
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Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress



Donald S. Bey@ Jr.
Member of Congress
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Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress
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Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress
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Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress
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Julia Brovx;nley
Member of Congress
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Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Suganne Bonamici
Member of Congress
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Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Troy Carter
Member of Congress

gmawu Castro

ogQuin Castro
Member of Congress

QO 7 bt

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress
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Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Sean Casten
Member of Congress
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Emanuel Cleaver, 11
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Jim Cooper
Member of Congress
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Joe Courtney
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Danny K. aaws

Member of Congress
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Gerald E. Connolly ~ \
Member of Congress
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Jim Costa
Member of Congress
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Angie Cralg
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress
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Peter A. DeFazio
Member of Congress
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Suzar K. DelBene
Member of Congress
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Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress
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Debbie Dingell Y
Member of Congress
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Mike Doyle /
Member of Congress
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Antonio Delgado
Member of Congress

Theodore E. Deutch
Member of Congress
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Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress
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Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Jenniffer Gonzalez-Colon
Member of Congress
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Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress
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Jartd Huffman
Member of Congress
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Raul M. Grijalva ~
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress
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Mondaire Jones
Member of Congress
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress
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Ron Kind
Member of Congress
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Eddie Bernice Johnson
Member of Congress
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John Katko
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress
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Conor Lamb
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Mike Levin
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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James R. Langevin
Member of Congress
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Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress
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Alan Lowenthal
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Carolyn B. Maloney
Member of Congress
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Lucy McBath
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

2.5

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress
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A. Donald McEachin
Member of Congress
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Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress
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Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress
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Marie Newman
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Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Chris Pappas
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress



Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Dean Phillips
Member of Congress
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Katie Porter
Member of Congress
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Udmie Raskin
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress
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Stacey E/ Plaskett
Member of Congress
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Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress
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Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

e 7. P D
Linda T. Sanchez
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Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress
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Mary Ge‘t’y Scanlon
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

e JZod

Dina Titus
Member of Congress
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Fred Upton
Member of Congress
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Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress
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Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Al o b,

Mark Takano
Member of Congress
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Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress
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Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Jugh Vargas
Member of Congress
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Maxine Waters
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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John Yarmuth
Member of Congress
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Peter Welch
Member of Congress
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Nikema Williams
Member of Congress




